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Choosing a Research Paper Topic #1:

General Topics

Select a general topic that appeals to you.  According to the Cambridge Rindge and Latin School Research Guide, there are generally three ways to do this:

1. Your teacher assigns one to you.  

2. Your teacher gives you some guidelines for choosing one.

3. Your teacher gives you complete freedom to choose whatever topic you want.

In our case, you will be writing about the work of an American author, so you will choose a topic according to #2 above.  Here is a list of suggested authors:

· Thomas Jefferson

· Benjamin Franklin

· Ralph Waldo Emerson

· Henry David Thoreau

· Edgar Allan Poe

· Nathaniel Hawthorne

· Walt Whitman

· Emily Dickinson

· Mark Twain

· Kate Chopin

· Katherine Anne Porter

· Langston Hughes

· Zora Neale Hurston

· Ernest Hemingway

· F. Scott Fitzgerald

· John Steinbeck

· William Faulkner

· Flannery O’Connor

· Eudora Welty

· Robert Frost

· Alice Walker

You are in no way limited to just these American authors, but you must choose an American author.  If you are unsure about whether a certain writer is appropriate, ask me.  I advise you to pick an author that a) you like, b) you are interested in learning more about, and c) you can find scholarly information about.  For instance, a very recent author might be very interesting to you, but there might not be a lot out there in terms of criticism and scholarship to help you with your research.

Look up information about your topic using general key words.  To generate key words for your topic, write down what you already know about it.  If that is “nothing,” then try reading the author’s biography on the Internet.  Write a paragraph about what you have learned and underline key words and phrases.  When you search for information about that author, try plugging in the key words to refine your search.  More guidelines for generating key words can be found here: http://www.crlsresearchguide.org/02_Listing_Key_Words.asp.

Searching for key words should help you figure out what general topic you’d like to research.  Now you’ve got to focus your research topic.  For tips on this, see “Choosing a Research Paper Topic #2: Focusing Your Topic.” 
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Turn in your General Topic to Mrs. Arnold on __________.

Author and what you know about her/him







